
 

BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 12, 2020 

 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach held a meeting on August 12, 2020 at 7:30 PM in the 

Municipal Building, 599 Pennsylvania Ave.  Mayor Cuneo called the meeting to order and read the  

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 

 IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ‘OPEN PUBLIC MEETING LAW’ P.L. 1975 C 231 NOTICE OF THIS 

MEETING WAS SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS AND THE STAR-LEDGER, AND POSTED ON 

THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND THE PINE BEACH 

POST OFFICE.  THIS STATEMENT SHALL BECOME A PART OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THIS 

MEETING 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Wieck 

                         Absent:  Mr. Saxton 

 

The Mayor announced that in compliance with the Executive Order by Governor Murphy, a maximum of 25% 

of the room’s capacity will take place.  Other interested people can remain in the entrance foyer and will have an 

opportunity to be heard. 

 

THE FLAG SALUTE was led by Council President Wieck 

 

Mayor Cuneo offered Special Remembrance for recently deceased residents Lewis Bond, Bernadine Santora, 

Robert Orosz 

 

The Mayor announced that copies for all reports and resolutions are available on the front table for anyone 

interested in obtaining one. 

 

A MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 8, 2020 was made by Mr. Budesa and 

seconded by Mr. Polhemus 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

 

4 Ayes, 1 Abstention (Mr. Newman), 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes of July 6, 2020, both open and closed was made by Mrs. 

Coletti and seconded by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

THE MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS were approved following a motion 

by Mr. Budesa and Mrs. Coletti provided a second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 



 

BILLS RESOLUTION #2020-69 Authorizing payment of the Borough bills in the amount of $420,630.28 

was approved following a motion by Mr. Polhemus and a second by Mr. Wieck 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 The Municipal Court, water and sewer utility, and building inspector reports were approved as submitted 

following a motion by Mrs. Coletti and a second by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

NEW  BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

Resolution 2020-70, Special Item of Revenue, Clean Communities Grant for 2020 was approved following a 

motion by Mr. Newman and Mrs. Coletti provided a second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

4 Ayes, 1 Abstain (Mr. Budesa) 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-71, Renewal of the Lamp Post Liquor License was approved following a motion by Mrs.  

Coletti and seconded by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

Jennifer Clarici, 415 Linden Ave. asked if the license would stay in the town, and the Mayor explained that it 

does stay in town. Arlene Vetter, 305 Springfield Ave., asked who purchased the business, and the Mayor 

explained that this is just for the liquor license renewal.   

 

There were no further questions from the public or the Council members. 

 

5Ayes, 1 Absent (Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-72, Hiring of Clerk Typist Hannah Jacobus was moved by Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. 

Budesa 

 

Brian Papiernik, 120 Springfield Ave., asked if the position includes benefits, and it does.  Dana Wuss, 430 

Linden Ave., asked if the job was listed, and it was advertised.  The Mayor explained that it fills the staff in the 

office. 

There were no other questions from the public or members of the Council 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 



Resolution 2020-73, Authorizing the Mayor to sign the OCCares Grant Agreement with Ocean County 

was approved by motion of Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

3 Ayes, 2 Abstain (Mr. Budesa, Mr. Wieck) and 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-74, Approval for Membership in NJ State Firemen’s Association for Juan Alicia was moved by 

Mrs. Coletti and seconded by Mr. Newman. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-75, Tax sale unpaid water balances collected transferred to the Water Utility Account was 

approved following a motion by Mr. Budesa and Mr. Polhemus provided a second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-76, Awarding a contract to Earle Asphalt Co. in the amount of $281,113.13 for the resurfacing 

of New Jersey Avenue was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mrs. Coletti 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

Resolution 2020-77, Correction to Water Account #58 due to a damaged water meter was moved by Mr. 

Polhemus and Mr. Newman provided a second. 

 

There were no comments or questions from Council or members of the public 

 

5 Ayes, 1 Absent (Mr. Saxton) 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE: 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-10-773 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, COUNTY OF OCEAN, N.J. AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 22 ENTITLED “OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES” OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH. 

 

This ordinance will be advertised in the Asbury Park Press on August 18, 2020 and will have a public hearing 

on September 9
th

, 2020 at 7:30 PM. 

 

A motion to introduce Ordinance 2020-10-773 was made by Mr. Newman and Mr. Budesa seconded. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Wieck 

                  Absent, Mr. Saxton 

 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Cuneo welcomed the members of the public to the meeting. 

 

Dana Wuss, 430 Linden Ave. commented on the people speeding in town due to the highway being repaired and 

using Pine Beach has a detour. 

 

The Mayor agreed that traffic is being diverted through Pine Beach along County roads. 

The town has applied for a COPS program which is a federal grant to help financing to increase the number of 

police officers, we approached the senators and received  their support, but our application was rejected.  We 

will apply again.  It provides 75% of an officer’s salary the first year, 50% the second and 25% the third year 

and then ends. 

Several North Jersey towns were the recipients of the grants. 

 

There are budget constraints due to the state mandate of increasing the budget 2% and since our budget has been 

historically small we just can’t afford an additional officer this year. 

 

The DOT does not allow speed bumps and we have talked to the County to have 4 way stop signs placed on 

County roads.   

 

Mrs. Wuss mentioned that there are no stop sign on Linden Ave and she would like to see some. 

 

The Mayor explained that the town has a grid pattern that the DOT likes. 

 

Jessica Jablonsky, 521 Merion Ave., commented that Motor Road has been really busy, especially with the 

highway roadwork.  The Mayor agreed that residents should feel safe when walking  

 

        The resident of 404 Pennsylvania Ave. commented that Pennsylvania Ave. is a county road and big trucks 

have been going fast and even homes are shaking.  She is worried about backing out of the driveway.  Perhaps 

the Sheriff’s Department and State troopers should be asked to come while the work is being done. 

 

Mayor Cuneo will call the Chief to see if he can get help. 

 

Mr. Budesa added that our officers do patrol county roads and can write tickets.  The state DOT has commented 

that the Borough’s grid pattern is good for relief of Rt. 9.  He would encourage our police to set up radar. 

 

Brian Papiernik, 120 Springfield Ave. commented that high powered vehicles are coming from Beachwood into 

Pine Beach.  There are people walking dogs and bicycling on the road and it is very dangerous.  People are 

cutting through town and disregarding the speed limit.  He suggested establishing a shared services program 

with Beachwood, Ocean Gate and Berkeley Twp. with a Zero Tolerance blitz for 30 days. 

 

The Mayor will speak to the Chief about these ideas.  In the past we borrowed a speed sign from the Sheriff’s 

Department and moved it around town.   It does seem to be effective for a short time. 

 

The Mayor cautioned that the officers cannot be required to reach a quota of tickets.  Mr. Budesa added that all 

courts are on line, and there is a backup of cases.   

 

Mr. Papiernik believes this is a quality of life issue.  He would like to see more police presence.   

He asked how many officers are on duty, it varies from two to one. 

The Mayor explained that the neighboring towns work together and back up our calls already. 



 

Mr. Polhemus stated that the town has been to Ocean County asking for a 4 way stop sign at Station and 

Prospect Ave. over a year ago. Mr. Wieck commented that we received correspondence from the County 

engineer September 2019 concerning our request for several 4 way stop signs on county roads.  Perhaps our 

citizens should approach the County Engineer. 

 

Mayor Cuneo added that the County did a traffic count, examined our accident reports and ticket history already. 

We have also looked at the stop signs with blinking lights, but studies show that after a year they aren’t 

effective.  We are trying to have two officers but have the budget constraints. 

 

Mr. Newman mentioned that the Borough portion of people’s tax bill is small; it’s the school and county tax that 

make up the bulk of the bill. 

 

There was a question about the officers posted at the highway work zone, and the Mayor responded that they 

were off duty officers being paid by the contractor.  The Borough also receives a fee for use of the vehicles and 

an administrative fee. 

 

Ms. Wuss questioned the solicitors in town, and the Mayor explained that she could call the police with any 

questions; there is a Borough process to obtain a permit.  Ms. Wuss also asked about the times a solicitor can 

come to your door. 

 

Ronald Risden, 612 Linden Ave. mentioned the possibility of the Borough putting a referendum on the ballot to 

exceed the cap to allow for extra police personnel.  The Mayor estimated it would add 4 cents to 6 cents per 

hundred on the taxes, the average house is approximately $250,000 could be roughly $12 to $15 per month.  It’s 

too late for this year, perhaps next year.  Mr. Polhemus mentioned that if the referendum doesn’t pass it is a big 

expense to the town. 

 

Carmella Schaneman, 425 Huntington Ave. asked why there was a port-a-potty at the Station Ave. beach, and 

perhaps it could be moved away from the picnic table.  The Mayor explained that last year the state required 

facilities at the entrance to every beach.  First it was by a parking space but neighbors complained so it was 

moved.  It has to be accessible for servicing and for handicap people.  We tried to use the bathrooms at Vista 

Park but they were not close enough.  We also have to have an AED on site; the police bring it to the lifeguard 

in the morning and pick it up in the afternoon.   

 

The Mayor explained that the Council needs to know of complaints, and then they can try to address the 

concerns.  We are all here to make a better place to live. 

 

There were no other comments from the public 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Coletti agreed that there have many more cars in town, she walks on Motor Rd. and it is much busier and 

faster.    Council has been working on increasing the police department. 

She wished all to enjoy the rest of the summer. 

 

Mr. Newman thanked everyone for coming; he does agree that the speeding has been excessive and that calling 

the Sheriff’s department is a good idea, along with calling the county engineer.  The Police Chief has an open 

policy and takes calls.  He appreciates the resident comments.  Please stay safe. 

 



Mr. Polhemus thanked the people for coming out tonight.  He loves the feedback and feels it can make a 

difference.  Council wanted to put more stop signs up, but we can’t control the county roads.  We are trying to 

improve the police department, and a referendum is a possibility.  It has to be explained well so it can pass.  He 

appreciates all who came here. 

 

Mr. Budesa thanked everyone for coming to the meeting, with regard to the speeding it has to be looked at 

internally.  If we know of a spot where people regularly speed, perhaps the Chief can have an officer sitting 

there. 

 

Mr. Wieck mentioned a successful food drive in Pine Beach recently; the scouts were able to collect about 100 

bags of food.  If you know of someone in need let them know about the pantry at St. Paul’s church. 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Cuneo thanked those present for bringing their concerns to Council.  He will speak to the Chief about the 

possibility of having the Sheriff’s Department help during the road work. 

 

It’s been a strange year.  Over 835 beach badges been sold, for both beach use and crabbing, many more people 

are using the beach and docks legally.  There are a lot of people walking and talking pride in our town. 

 

Have a safe summer, it is fun to see our Baseball field being used, and it looks really nice.   

 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned following a motion by Mr. Budesa and a second 

by Mrs. Coletti.  All were in favor. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

  


