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BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

REGULAR MEETING 

      SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 

 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach held a Regular Council Meeting on September 8, 2021 at 

7:30 PM in the Municipal Building, 599 Pennsylvania Ave. at 7:30 PM.  Mayor Cuneo called the meeting to 

order and read the STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 

 IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ‘OPEN PUBLIC MEETING LAW’ P.L. 1975 C 231 NOTICE OF THIS 

MEETING WAS SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS AND THE STAR-LEDGER, AND POSTED ON 

THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND THE PINE BEACH 

POST OFFICE.  THIS STATEMENT SHALL BECOME A PART OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THIS 

MEETING 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

The Salute to the Flag was led by Council President Wieck 

 

Mayor Cuneo called for a moment of silence and read Resolution 2021-86, reflections on the events of 

September 11, 2001.   

 

He then offered special remembrance for recently deceased residents Josephine Schmitt and Philip Rybak and 

the Sobieski family. 

 

Mayor Cuneo commented that copies of all of the reports and resolution were available at the front table. 

 

A MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 11, 2021 was made by Mr. Polhemus and 

seconded by Mr. Saxton. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 5 Ayes, 1 Abstain (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes of August 9, 2021 was made by Mr. Wieck and Mr. Budesa 

provided the second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes,  

 

A MOTION to accept the Executive Session minutes of August 9, 2021 was made by Mr. Wieck and seconded 

by Mrs. Coletti. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 5 Ayes, 1 Abstain (Mr. Newman) 
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MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS were approved as submitted following a 

motion by Mr. Budesa and a second by Mr. Newman. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

Mayor Cuneo called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

BILLS RESOLUTION 2021-85, Authorization to pay bills totaling $220,823.50 was approved following a 

motion by Mrs. Coletti and seconded by Mr. Newman. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 The Municipal Court, water and sewer utility, public works, and building inspector reports approved as 

submitted following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Saxton 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  6 Ayes 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

Resolution 2021-87, Honoring retiring Police Chief Matthew Petrecca and wishing him a long and happy 

retirement was read into the record by Mayor Cuneo and was approved following a motion by Mr. Polhemus 

and seconded by Mr. Newman. 

 

Mr. Saxton stated he appreciates the knowledge and experience Chief Petrecca brought to our police 

department.  Mr. Budesa added that the Chief brought our police department standards to an excellent position.  

Mr. Wieck shared that he has known Chief Petrecca for a number of years and thanked him for bringing our 

Police Department standards to a new level.  Mr. Newman added that Chief Petrecca provided excellent 

leadership and mentoring to our Police Department. 

 

There were no further comments or questions 

 

Roll Call:  Yes:  Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

Resolution 2021-88, Block 36 Lot 1.18 Year 2019 taxes cancelled and refunded was moved by Mr. Budesa with 

reluctance and seconded by Mrs. Coletti reluctantly.   

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 1 Nay (Mr. Newman) 
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Resolution 2021-89, In support of temporarily extending the expiration date of Passports due to a backlog in the 

U. S. State Department in processing the large number of new applications for passports was approved by 

motion of Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Polhemus 

 

There were no questions or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

Resolution 2021-90, Employment of Ryan Newman as full time public works employee was approved following 

a motion by Mr. Polhemus and seconded by Mrs. Coletti 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

                 Abstain, Mr. Newman 

 

Resolution 2021-92, Confirming Kimberly M. McKay’s application to the N. J. State Firemen’s Association 

was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and Mr. Saxton provided the second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

Resolution 2021-93, Authorizing the disposal of scrap vehicles in the possession of the Borough of Pine Beach 

was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Saxton 

 

Mr. Saxton commented that he is glad to see this done. 

 

There were no further questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

Resolution 2021-94, Employment of Alexis Soto as a school crossing guard was approved following a motion 

by Mr. Polhemus and seconded by Mr. Newman 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE: 

 

ORDINANCE 2021-9-785 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 

THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH CHAPTER 127 (“PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE”) 

This ordinance was introduced on August 11, 2021 and published in the Asbury Park Press on August 18, 2021.  

It is posted on the bulletin board of the municipal building and copies are available. 
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Mayor Cuneo called for the public hearing on the ordinance: 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public concerning the ordinance. 

 

The Mayor closed the public hearing and called for a vote: 

 

Mr. Budesa made a motion to approve Ordinance 2021-9-785 which was seconded by Mr. Saxton 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

The Ordinance is passed. 

 

Resolution 2021-91, Authorizing the use of the 2018 Edition of the International Property Maintenance Code 

was approved following a motion by Mr. Budesa and a second by Mr. Polhemus 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a roll call: 

 

Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

There was no further formal business and the Mayor opened the meeting to public comments. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Bill Smith, 721 Riverside Dr. updated the Council regarding the recent court date concerning 717 Riverside 

Dr. complaints.  The Judge ordered compliance by the October court date.  There has been very little clean up so 

far. 

 

Regarding the issue of the scrap yard operation there, the trucks have stopped, although last week there was a 

condenser brought in. 

 

There has been excessive smoke and noise, the loud music volume goes from 8 AM to 9 PM and the noise is 

filled with vulgarity and profanity.  The police come and the volume is turned down, and a short time later it is 

back on.  One day the police were called four times. 

 

The smokers are on all day with wet wood making excessive smoke.  The smoke affects the quality of life in the 

neighborhood.  

 

Mayor Cuneo replied that the Borough is looking to tighten up the ordinance concerning noise, and are looking 

to have a shared service agreement with a neighboring town that has a decibel meter. 

 

Sabate Russo, Pennsylvania Ave., mentioned that Ocean County has the ability to come out and do a reading.  

The Mayor indicated he will look into it. 
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Jennifer Smith, 721 Riverside Dr., hopes to have peace and quiet at home, and hopes the town can do more to 

remedy the situation 

. 

The Mayor indicated the town is looking into other avenues to correct the problem. 

 

The Mayor asked the Sergeant to be sure the police officers are passing on complaints to the next shift.  Sgt. 

Brown will ask officers to brief each other at shift end. 

 

Mrs. Anon, 729 Riverside  Dr. lives four houses away and can hear the profanity.  It is a family neighborhood 

and the disturbance continues over and over again.  Neighbors want to leave because of what goes on at 717 

Riverside Dr. 

 

Sabate Russo thanked the council for taking the time to run the town.   

 

Mayor Cuneo thanked all present for coming to the meeting and welcomes public input. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Coletti announced that October 2 is the 5
th

 Fire Fest, sponsored by the Pine Beach Vol. Fire Company. 

and the Pine Beach Yacht Club.  There will be good music and food, and plenty of things for children to do, 

including crafts. 

 

Mr. Newman spoke about the 20
th

 Anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attack on our Country.  The sacrifices 

are still going on, noting the August 26 attack in Afghanistan with 13 service members killed and 15 others 

injured.  He asked to remember them in your hearts. 

 

He also mentioned that school is now open, and the county parks are ready for peaceful enjoyment. 

 

Mr. Polhemus thanked the audience for coming out to the meeting.  The Council will do whatever it can to 

improve the quality of life issues in Pine Beach. 

 

The new All-Way stop signs have been installed after nearly three years of studies.   The police have been 

hopeful that they will help with the speeding problem. 

 

Mr. Saxton thanked the public for coming to the meeting and having input on town matters. 

 

Mr. Budesa hopes all have a nice fall season.  He went to Toms River High School South’s opening football 

game, it was nice and enjoyable, and the kids are working hard. 

 

Council President Wieck announced that the Pine Beach Chapel is having a 9-11 memorial service on Sunday, 

Sept. 12 at 10 AM and all are welcome to come. 

 

The Run for the Fallen will be in Pine Beach on September 25.  There are four stops in Pine Beach; you can find 

the locations on the Borough website.  It’s a relay with participants starting in Manahawkin and ending in Pt. 

Pleasant.  There 40 stops along the way honoring falling service personnel. 

 

The school busses are out; please remember to use caution when you see them. 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Cuneo thanked the members of the public for coming to the meeting.   

 

The new stop signs and rumble strips seem to be helping with the speeding, and the police have been very active 

in the area.  It’s all an effort to have the cars slow down.  Some people are so mad about the stop signs that they 

are staying on Rt. 9.  That’s a good thing. 

 

Our water tank project will be starting soon.  We were sued by the second bidder but the judge threw the suit 

out.  There was a difference of $170,000 between the bids.  We have an agreement with Beachwood to supply 

Pine Beach with water if it is needed, but our pump will be working. 

 

The Pine Beach School is opening later this year, school starts at 9:30 AM.  Children will be walking or biking 

to school later then last year.  The high school still has the early opening. 

 

High School football started last week, the Mayor could hear the fans while he was walking the dog.  He asked 

that people go out and support our amateur athletes. 

 

There were no further comments, and the Mayor called for a motion to close the meeting. 

 

Mr. Newman made a motion to close the meeting and Mr. Wieck provided a second. 

All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 


