
Borough of Pine Beach, Regular Council Meeting November 10, 2021 Page 70 
 

 

BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

REGULAR MEETING 

      November 10, 2021 

 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach held a public meeting on November 10, 2021 in the 

Municipal Building, 599 Pennsylvania Ave. and electronically on Zoom at 7:30 PM.  Mayor Cuneo called the 

meeting to order and read the STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 

 IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ‘OPEN PUBLIC MEETING LAW’ P.L. 1975 C 231 NOTICE OF THIS 

MEETING WAS SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS AND THE STAR-LEDGER, AND POSTED ON 

THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND THE PINE BEACH 

POST OFFICE.  THIS STATEMENT SHALL BECOME A PART OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THIS 

MEETING 

 

ROLL CALL:  Present: Mr. Budesa (electronically), Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

   Absent: Mrs. Coletti 

 

THE FLAG SALUTE was led by Council President Wieck 

 

MAYOR CUNEO CALLED FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE with special remembrance for Linda Applegate 

and Arleen Vetter and all veterans. 

 

THE MAYOR ANNOUNCED THE APPOINTMENT OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE: 

 

Resolution 2021-102, Appointment of Keith A. Brown as Chief of Police of the Pine Beach Police Department 

was moved by Mr. Wieck and seconded by Mr. Saxton. 

 

Mr. Wieck commented that he has known Keith Brown for 30 plus years and he is confident of his leadership 

ability.   

 

Mr. Newman feels this was a great opportunity to appoint a chief from within the department and that he will do 

his professional best. 

 

Mr. Saxton is confident in Chief Brown’s ability and wished him good luck. 

 

Mayor Cuneo added that Chief Brown went through the ranks.  He is proud and happy to have Chief Brown on 

board. 

 

Mr. Polhemus and Mr. Saxton agreed that this appointment is a positive direction for the police department 

 

Chief Brown thanked the Mayor and Council for their confidence in him and for the support of his family. 

He will do his best for Pine Beach. 

 

There were no other comments from Council or the members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Opposed, 0 Abstain, 1 Absent (Mrs. Coletti) 
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Chief Brown was sworn in by Mayor Cuneo while friends and family looked on. 

Following the Swearing in, Mayor Cuneo announced that the Council will take a break to give friends and 

family a chance to leave before going on to other business.  He added that all are welcome to stay for the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

The Mayor reopened the meeting and announced that copies of all reports are available on the front table. 

 

A MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 13, 2021 was made by Mr. Saxton and 

seconded by Mr. Newman. 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes, both open and closed of October 12, 2021 was made by Mr. 

Newman and seconded by Mr. Saxton. 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes, both open and closed of October 25, 2021 was made by M. 

Polhemus and seconded by Mr. Newman 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

THE MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS were approved following a motion 

by Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Polhemus 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

BILLS RESOLUTION 2021-101, Authorizing payment of Borough Bills in the amount of $741,410.32 was 

approved following a motion by Mr. Polhemus and a second by Mr. Newman. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

                  Absent:  Mrs. Coletti 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Water and sewer utility, public works, and building inspector reports were approved as submitted following a 

motion by Mr. Wieck and a second by Mr. Newman 
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There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 2021-103. Review and acceptance of Best Practices Inventory for 2021 was approved following a 

motion by Mr. Wieck and a second by Mr. Newman 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

Resolution 2021-104, Chapter 159 for Community Development Block Grant was approved following a motion 

by Mr. Polhemus and a second by Mr. Newman.   

 

Mr. Polhemus commented that this funding is to rehabilitate homes for income eligible residents. 

There were no other comments or questions from the public or Council members. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton 

                  Abstain, Mr. Budesa, Mr. Wieck 

                  Absent, Mrs. Coletti 

 

Resolution 2021-105, Authorizing the website advertisement for professional services for 2022 was approved 

following a motion by Mr. Budesa and Mr. Polhemus provided a second. 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

Resolution 2021-106, Appointment of Alice VanBrunt as a school crossing guard was approved following a 

motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Wieck. 

 

There were no comments or questions from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote:  5 Ayes, 0 Oppose, 0 abstain, 1 absent (Mrs. Coletti) 

 

Resolution 2021-107, Authorizing 717 Riverside Dr. property clean-up and environmental testing was approved 

following a motion by Mr. Saxton and Mr. Wieck provided a second. 

 

Bill Bateman, 725 Riverside Drive asked if there was a time line for the remediation of the property. 
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Mr. Saxton replied that the Ocean County Health Department will take samples, it is part of the court order that 

this be done. 

 

Mr. Smith, 721 Riverside Dr., read from the second paragraph concerning removal of hazardous materials and 

bulk items, and he asked if this encompasses all items in the yard.  Mr. Saxton stated that Mr. Stocco will 

inspect the property to the standards of the International Property Maintenance Code. 

 

Mr. Stocco, Zoning /Code Enforcement officer, added that the Judge’s direction is clear and will be followed. 

 

Mr. Smith asked about a time period to finish the clean-up and the Mayor explained that it has to go through 

finance, three  price quotes were sought, only one company has responded.   The situation has to be reviewed 

and since there is no budget appropriation for this expenditure of funds some financial arrangements must be 

made. 

 

Brian Clouser, 606 Buhler Court asked about the cleanup time and when the start date will be.  Mr. Stocco 

replied that the International Property Maintenance Code was adopted by the Borough and it will be followed. 

He will be in contact with the Ocean County Health Department to arrange for soil samples on the property after 

the cleanup is sufficient. 

 

The Mayor indicated that Mr. Stocco was hired to clean up the whole town, not just one property.  He has done 

a good job in other areas also. 

 

Mr. Smith was concerned that there is a rat infestation on the property now.  Mr. Saxton indicated that once the 

property is cleaned out if there is a pest infestation, it is not part of the property maintenance code and is outside 

of the order. 

 

Mr. Bateman asked if the results of the soil samples will be available to the public, and Mr. Stocco replied that 

once the Borough gets the results from the Health Department the residents can submit an Open Public Records 

request.  Mr. Saxton indicated that the soil samples from the perimeter were all negative.  Mr. Stocco will be at 

the clean up the whole time. 

 

The Mayor cautioned that we will follow the attorney’s advice as to what we can do. 

 

The Mayor announced that the introduction of Ordinance 2021-11-787 will be pulled from the agenda as more 

information is required prior to introduction. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE: 

 

ORDINANCE 2021-10-786 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

PINE BEACH IN THE COUNTY OF OCEAN, ESTABLISHING MINIMUM-MAXIMUM LIMITATIONS 

ON SALARIES TO BE PAID THE MAYOR, COUNCILPERSONS, AND ALL OTHER MUNICIPAL 

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH”, AND REPEALING ALL PRIOR ORDINANCES 

 

This ordinance was introduced at a public meeting on October 13, 2021 and published in the Asbury Park Press 

on October 20, 2021 and is posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building.  Copies are available upon 

request. 
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

There were no questions or comments from members of the Council or the public. 

 

Mr. Budesa made a motion to approve Ordinance 2021-10-786 and Mr. Saxton provided a second 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

                  Absent, Mrs. Coletti 

 

Mayor Cuneo thanked the audience for attending and for being patient with the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Clouser asked why the noise ordinance was removed from the agenda, and Mayor Cuneo explained that 

there was some question o s about the language in it, that it was not applicable to residential noise complaints.  

They are reviewing other town’s ordinances. 

 

Mr. Bateman asked if the town was having a Veterans Day celebration and the Mayor explained that the 

Borough does a Memorial Day ceremony and that Toms River does a Veterans Day parade at 10:30. 

 

Mr. Clouser mentioned that the town has new all way stop signs and rumble strips on some roads and yet we 

still have speeding in town.  The Mayor explained that the Police Department is working on enforcement of the 

speed limits in town.  Mr. Clouser spoke about the stop signs that are illuminated and the Mayor indicated that 

they are expensive and research shows that after thirty days they lose their effectiveness.  Many of our roads are 

not local roads but Ocean County designated routes and they have jurisdiction. 

 

Mr. Clouser is concerned about the speeding along Riverside Drive and the safety of people walking there. 

The Mayor will bring it to the police attention, and with the cooler weather coming there will be fewer people 

walking there. 

 

There were no further public comments 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Saxton thanked all the veterans.  He also thanked Mr. Stocco for the work he has done with Code 

Enforcement.  He has professionally handled the situations.  Mr. Stocco thanked the Council for their 

confidence and the police and office staff for their assistance. 

 

Mr. Budesa thanked Mr. Saxton for his hard work and congratulated him on his reelection.  He feels Mr. Stocco 

is doing an excellent job.  He is glad to see Chief Brown’s appointment; he has been doing a good job.  

Enforcement is more prevalent now. 

 

Mr. Polhemus also expressed his congratulations for Chief Brown and made note that he has been working hard 

the past few years to improve management skills.  He congratulated Mr. Saxton on his reelection and knows he 

will continue doing the hard work.  He thanked the veterans and wished all a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Mr. Newman wished Mr. Budesa a Happy Birthday,  the Marine Corps is 236 years old.  Both council members 

are Marines.  He congratulated Mr. Saxton and looks forward to continuing to work together.  He congratulated 
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Chief Brown, and mentioned that he has known the family for a long time.  He has watched the Chief grow in 

his professionalism. 

 

Tomorrow is Veterans Day, and he hopes all will support any veteran who volunteered to defend the country.  

New Jersey discriminates against certain Veterans; they only recognize a veteran who has served fourteen days 

in a combat zone.  He mentioned to contact Senator Chris Conners at 609-693-6700 to support the veteran’s bill 

that recognizes Veterans who served in combat and peace time.  He feels a Veteran is a Veteran, and encouraged 

all to thank a Veteran. 

 

 

Council President Wieck thanked Mr. Saxton for all the work he has done for the town, and congratulated him 

on his reelection.  He also congratulated Council-Elect Keesling. 

 

Mr. Wieck will be at the Veterans Day parade with his family.  He is thankful for everything in this great 

country.  He urged all to reach out to help people.  The Pine Beach chapel is collecting food to donate to five 

families.  He hopes all will be safe and encouraged all to wear masks. 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Cuneo congratulated Mr. Saxton on his reelection and Mr. Keesling on his election to Council.  Over 700 

people came into Borough Hall to vote, and there were many people participating with early voting and mail in 

ballots. 

 

Regarding the Marine Corps, it was instituted at the first Continental Congress in 1775, forming the Marine 

Corp League before we were a nation.  He urged all to take the opportunity to thank a Veteran. 

 

With reference to the police department, it was good to bring one of our own to be Chief and he congratulated 

Chief Brown.  Matthew Petrecca served our town well and achieved Police Department Accreditation, and has 

officially retired. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that Thanksgiving is right around the corner and urged all to be safe. 

 

Regarding youth sports, it is the end of the fall sport season and winter sports will begin soon. 

 

He thanked all for coming out and commented that the Ocean County Prosecutor, Sheriff and Surrogate plus 

police officers from other departments, Pine Beach Fire Company and Beachwood First Aid were here in 

support of Chief Brown. 

 

There was no further business to discuss and the meeting was adjourned following a motion by Mr. Newman 

and a second by Mr. Polhemus.  All were in favor and the meeting ended. 

 

 

____________________________________ 


