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BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

REGULAR MEETING 

           JUNE 9, 2021 

 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach met on June 9, 2021 at the Municipal Building, 599 

Pennsylvania Ave. and electronically on ZOOM at 7:30 PM.  Mayor Cuneo called the meeting to order and read 

the STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE: 

 

 IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ‘OPEN PUBLIC MEETING LAW’ P.L. 1975 C 231 NOTICE OF THIS 

MEETING WAS SENT TO THE ASBURY PARK PRESS AND THE STAR-LEDGER, AND POSTED ON 

THE BULLETIN BOARDS OF THE PINE BEACH MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND THE PINE BEACH 

POST OFFICE.  THIS STATEMENT SHALL BECOME A PART OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THIS 

MEETING 

 

ROLL CALL:   Present:  Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

Those assembled participated in a Flag Salute led by Council President Wieck 

 

Mayor Cuneo announced that copies of all reports are available on the front table. 

 

A MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting May 12, 2021 was made by Mrs. Coletti and 

seconded by Mr. Wieck 

 

There were no questions or comments by Council or members of the public. 

 

Mayor Cuneo called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes, both open and closed of May 10, 2021 was made by Mr. 

Budesa and Mr. Saxton provided a second 

 

There were no questions or comments by Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

A MOTION to accept the work meeting minutes, both open and closed of May 24, 2021 were moved by Mr. 

Polhemus and seconded by Mr. Budesa 

 

There were no questions or comments by Council or members of the public 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 5 Ayes, 1 Abstain (Mr. Wieck) 

 

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS were approved following a motion by 

Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Polhemus 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 
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The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

BILLS RESOLUTION 2021-57 authorizing payment of Borough bills in the amount of $246,303.41 was 

approved following a motion by Mrs. Coletti and seconded by Mr. Polhemus. 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Municipal Court, water and sewer utility, public works and building inspector reports were approved as 

submitted following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Wieck 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

2021-58, Renewal of the Liquor License for the Lamp Post was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman 

and seconded by Mrs. Coletti 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

2021-59, Renewal of the Pine Beach Yacht Club liquor Club License was approved following a motion by Mr. 

Polhemus and a second by Mr. Newman 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

                  Abstain, Mrs. Coletti 

 

2021-60, Renewal of the Liquor License for World Wine Liquor License was approved following a motion by 

Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Saxton 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 
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2021-61, Authorizing a stipend for the diligent efforts of the Emergency Management Coordinator during the 

Covid-19 pandemic was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and Mrs. Coletti provided a second. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

Mayor Cuneo called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

2021-62, Authorizing the employment of Sarah Nelson as a part time regular police officer effective June 1, 

2021 was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Saxton 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

2021-63, Authorizing the employment of Joseph Maffia as a Class 2 police officer effective June 1, 2021 was 

approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mr. Wieck 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

2021-64, Authorizing the road closure of Riverside Drive between Hillside Ave. and Midland Ave. from 8:00 

am to 3:00 pm on July 1, and Avon Road between Lincoln Ave. and Radnor Ave. on August 14, 2021 from 2 

pm to 10 pm was approved following a motion by Mr. Polhemus and a second by Mrs. Coletti 

 

There were no questions or comments from Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

2021-65, Authorizing the closing of the public boat ramp at 4:00 PM on July 4, 2021 in the interest of safety 

was approved following a motion by Mr. Budesa and a second by Mr. Wieck 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

2021-66, Approval to submit a grant application with the NJ DOT for Roadway Improvements to Motor Road 

and various roadways was approved following a motion by Mr. Newman and a second by Mrs. Coletti 

 

There were no questions or comments from the Council or members of the public. 

 

The Mayor called for a vote, 6 Ayes 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE: 

 

ORDINANCE 2021-06-782 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF CEDAR AVENUE, MONMOUTH 

AVENUE AND THE BOAT RAMP PARKING LOT AND THE ACQUISITION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE 

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, IN THE COUNTY 

OF OCEAN, NEW JERSEY APPROPRIATING $570,200 THEREFOR, INCLUDING A NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $372,200 AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE OF $188,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE 

COST THEREOF 

 

A summary of this ordinance will be published in the Asbury Park Press on June 16 and the public hearing will 

be on July 14, 2021 at 7:30 PM 

 

Mr. Budesa made a motion to approve the ordinance which was seconded by Mr. Newman 

 

This being the introduction of an ordinance there was no public discussion 

 

Roll Call:  Yes, Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Saxton, Mr. Wieck 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Bill Smith, 721 Riverside Drive and approximately 20 people were present to discuss an on-going problem with 

with the property located at 717 Riverside Drive.  He had submitted a package of information and photographs 

of the front and back yards of 717 Riverside Drive showing the debris, junk and overgrown yard.  The issue was 

discussed two years ago.  The owner/occupants use the property as a transfer station for scrap metal weekly.  

The occupant utilizes the yard to sort the metal and piles the vehicle with the scrap.   There were mice and now 

there is a rat infestation.  There is concern that the rats carry disease and they are reproducing.  The property is 

an eyesore, there is loud noise while the occupant works on scrap, loud music and it affects the quality of life in 

the whole area. 

 

Mr. Smith also brought up the garage for 717 Riverside Drive on Lincoln Avenue is hazardous, the doors don’t 

close and it lists to one side. 

 

The DEP, EPA and Board of Health do not enforce local ordinances.  The yard gets worse and worse each year. 

The occupant has not cooperated in the last 8 to 10 years. 

 

The occupant lights fires often with excessive smoke and odors.  The fire department has been called concerning 

violation of fire codes. 

 

Mr. Smith has checked the Borough Codes on line, and Chapter 46 of the code of Pine Beach describes the 

process for the town to clean up the property and place a lien on the property. 

 

Upon filing an OPRA request, Mr. Smith made note that the town has been called to the property over the years, 

and from 2012 to present one summons was issued and the homeowner paid a $300 fine. 

He is hoping the code enforcement can do something more to remedy the situation.  

 

Ago Morals, 715 Lincoln Avenue commented that 717 Riverside Dr. is directly in front of his property and 

many times there is a trailer parked on the road.  He has seen the rats.  He has a busy household with 7 children 

and he is concerned about the fires and smoke odor and the trailer filled with junk and the safety of his children.  

They cannot play in their front yard.  He asked the Mayor and Council for action.   
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Colleen Moran, 713 Riverside Drive, supports the idea to get the property cleaned up.  She hopes to return to the 

quality of life she grew up with.  Municipal Codes 46 and 127 are in place and just need to be enforced. 

 

Suzanne Tilton, 821 Riverside Drive, commented that she has lived in Pine Beach for 27 years, and feels there 

is a commercial enterprise being conducted on the property.   

 

Mr. Saxton, Code Enforcement Liaison, will make time to visit with Mr. Smith. 

 

Jack Healy, 302 Station Avenue lives several blocks away but feels the machinery and auto parts are an 

environmental hazard.    He has seen the resident of the house speeding past his house. 

 

Elaine Serafin, 400 Merion Avenue does not live near the property but is concerned that the property is not 

maintained. 

 

James Callandrillo, 219 Huntington Avenue is new to the town and came here because the town is the jewel on 

the Toms River.  He walks along the river and sees people taking pride in their homes, but when he walks past 

717 Riverside Dr. the house is in terrible condition.   

 

Sabate Russo, 436 Pennsylvania Avenue commented that he has lived in Pine Beach for 50 years and attends 

many council meetings.  Mr. Smith made an excellent presentation about the conditions at 717 Riverside Drive 

and hopes the Council can do something about it. 

 

Matthew Abatemarco, 707 Riverside Drive, feels that there other ordinances regarding the operation of a 

business in a residential neighborhood and picking up metals.  It is a fire and health risk. 

 

Jennifer Smith, 517 Riverside Drive, is very concerned about the rats and hopes the situation can be addressed 

as soon as possible. 

 

Patricia Moran, 517 Riverside Drive mentioned that on the Lincoln Avenue rear at that location a big truck 

parks there with the front end extending out in the street, it’s difficult to see around.   

 

Bill Bateman, 725 Riverside Drive lives on the other side of the Smiths and agreed that 717 Riverside Drive is 

in terrible condition.  He hopes work will be done to remedy the situation. 

 

Susan Washington, 709 Riverside Drive, appreciates the Council support and would like the town to do all they 

can to fix the problem. 

 

Mr. Budesa commented that Mr. Smith had an excellent presentation.  There is an active process in court with 

this property currently.  There is no excuse for the conditions of the property. 

 

Mr. Polhemus thanked Mr. Smith for the information packet; it really shows the home condition as being 

unacceptable.  Pine Beach residents take pride in their property and feel safe.  The property looks hazardous and 

it is beyond disturbing to see the conditions.  Hopefully it will get rectified. 

 

Mr. Newman agreed that the presentation was very information, he appreciates the efforts. 
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Mrs. Coletti knows the people have been patient and kind to the family living at 717 Riverside Drive.  We will 

do what we can.   

 

Mr. Saxton appreciates the people coming to Council; he will be in touch with the Smiths. 

 

Mr. Wieck would like the work to cease and have the yard cleaned up. 

 

Mr. Budesa added that we have ordinances to take care of the problem and will follow through. 

 

Mayor Cuneo appreciated everyone coming to the meeting.  The town has been working on this problem for 

many years with local, county, state and federal agencies.  The property condition is unacceptable.  He has 

spoken to the resident.  Multiple jurisdictional agencies have been involved in this on-going situation.   

 

We have used Chapter 46 of our Code to clean up two other properties and placed a lien on the property.   

 

People can call the police department for action to take place.  In the past the property would be cleaned up and 

then the occupant brings in more salvage materials.  It’s been on-going and active. 

 

Mr. Smith stated that when other agencies were contacted he was told it is a local problem. 

 

The Mayor advised that people call the police when something is going on.  The transfer of items is an ongoing 

investigation. 

 

Mr. Smith has read ordinances from other towns and some prohibit open air storage of items.   

 

Mr. Healy questioned the statement that Council was “working on the situation” when some members of 

Council didn’t know the situation until they saw the photos.  The Mayor explained that they saw the aerial views 

for the first time; most only had the view with the gates in the back. 

 

The Mayor will reach out to the code enforcement officer in the morning, and Mr. Smith asked to have an 

officer come to his home. 

 

Patricia Moran, 517 Riverside Drive, is concerned about people using public property, such as the parking lot on 

Avon Road to set off fireworks and the Borough’s liability for allowing them to be set off from public property.  

Last year the police drove by many times and did not stop the individuals from setting fireworks off. 

 

Brian Papiernick, 128 Springfield Ave., mentioned that last year the Council had the Sheriff’s Department help 

with enforcing speed limits on Springfield Ave.  It temporally helped, but Springfield Ave. has become a 

raceway. He is worried about someone having serious injuries.  He suggested installing speed bumps to 

discourage the speeding. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that he recently saw enforcement on Springfield Avenue.  We have tried to have speed 

bumps in the past, but the County does not allow them on county roads.  The Council is willing to install them 

on a local portion of Prospect Avenue and it will cost about $5,000.00 and require eight hours of work for four 

men to install.  We will see if it helps.  We have been in touch with Ocean County regarding installation of four 

way stop signs at the intersections on Motor Road and Pennsylvania Avenue, Motor Road and Springfield 

Avenue and Prospect Avenue and Station Avenue.  Hopefully the county officials will move this idea forward.  
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The DOT feels our road grid pattern is a good bypass of Route 9.  We are trying to be proactive to prevent 

serious accidents. 

 

Mr. Papiernick made note that there is an increase in staffing in the police department and hopes it will help 

with enforcement.  Perhaps the Council can bring in the Sheriff’s Department again.  Mayor Cuneo mentioned 

that 11 or 12 years ago the speed limit on the County roads was 35 MPH and through the Borough’s requests the 

speed limit was reduced to 30 MPH. 

 

Mr. Budesa mentioned that years ago the Borough had a reputation to be tough on speeders; we hope to regain 

that reputation. 

 

The Mayor stated that we have applied for a “Cops” grant where a percentage of the salary for a new police 

officer was reimbursed to the town over a number of years.  We did not get the grant.  The Municipal Budget 

can’t afford a new officer; we are limited in spending by the state government regulations. 

 

We have considered having speed limit signs and stop signs that light up, but have noticed that after a while 

they are ignored. 

 

Mrs. Moran asked about the DOT plan for traffic on Route 9, and the Mayor said that at present there is a state 

plan to replace the traffic light on Route 9 and Washington Avenue to a figure 8 “eclipse” by 2025.  They feel 

the traffic lights impede traffic. 

 

Ms. Washington would like to plant native day lilies on the public right of way across Riverside Drive from her 

home.  They will serve two purposes, beautifying the area and stabilizing the soil.  The Mayor indicated our 

public works supervisor will be told about the project and thanked her for the offer. 

 

There were no further public comments. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Coletti urged all to be careful driving; with the schools closed the children will be out playing and riding 

bicycles on the streets.  She also mentioned that there will be a cardboard boat race on July 3 after the field 

games. 

 

Mr. Polhemus thanked those present for coming out to the meeting.  It is nice to see people come and express 

their heartfelt concerns and love for the town. 

 

Mr. Saxton welcomed the people in the audience and suggested that people call the town hall and make their 

concerns known. 

 

Mr. Budesa wished everyone a nice Independence Day holiday.  He stated it was nice to have people in the 

audience and thanked them for coming and for being patient and professional. 

 

Mr. Wieck thanked the audience for their ideas and thoughts. 

 

He announced that we are looking for volunteers for the Independence Day fun, and have added a cardboard 

boat race.  Last year we had just a vehicle parade, which was enjoyable but this year we are having the field 

events too.  Please come and be part of the event.  We are meeting June 23 at 6:30 at Vista Park for the last 
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committee meeting.  Mrs. Coletti brought up that the cardboard boat race will take place to the right of the yacht 

club. 

 

Mr. Wieck thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and stated that he values everything that was said. 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Cuneo thanked the residents who came out to the meeting and mentioned that everyone is always 

welcome to come to the meetings.  The Council is reachable at all times. 

 

It is the end of the school year and the Mayor extended congratulations to all of the graduates. 

 

Most sporting events are over, noting that the high school students play for pride in their school.  He is proud of 

the students. 

 

The Independence Day Parade is Saturday, July 3 since our custom is to not have the parade on a Sunday.  The 

Fireworks on the Toms River are on the 4
th

. 

 

Our Memorial Day program was very well attended, and he thanked the volunteers who placed plants and flags 

at the memorials.  The day was given to those who can’t be with us. 

 

The Pine Beach 5K is coming up.  The Mayor urged all to be safe and thanked them for coming to the meeting. 

 

There was no further business to discuss and the meeting was adjourned following a motion by Mr. Newman 

and Mrs. Coletti provided a second.  All were in favor. 

 

 

_________________________________ 


