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    BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH 

     WORK MEETING 

     MAY 11, 2020 

 

 The work meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pine Beach was held on 

May 11, 2020 at 7:30 PM utilizing ZOOM technology due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

Governor Murphy’s stay at home orders.  The meeting time and password was made available on 

the Borough’s website and posted on the front door of the Municipal Building and the Post 

Office, and sent to the official newspapers. 

 

 Mayor Cuneo called the meeting to order and read the statement of adequate notice: 

“In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, P. L. 1975 C 231 notice of this meeting was 

sent to the Asbury Park Press and the Star Ledger and posted on the bulletin boards of the Pine 

Beach Municipal Building and the Pine Beach Post Office.  This statement shall become a part 

of the official minutes of this meeting. 

 

Roll Call:  Present via ZOOM were:  Mr. Budesa, Mrs. Coletti, Mr. Newman, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. 

Saxton and Mr. Wieck. 

 

Mayor Cuneo asked for Council permission to have Danny Maresca discuss a project he wishes 

to do by the Henley Ave. pier and the bulk heading at Cedar Ave.  Danny explained that these 

areas are frequented by fishermen and his proposal is to place a collector tube container for the 

used and discarded monofilament.   This will make it safer for the wildlife and will keep the area 

neat and tidy.  He got the idea from the Boat Foundation.  Mr. Wieck suggested after collecting 

the monofilament perhaps it can be recycled.  The Mayor added that Danny is an avid fisherman 

and came up with this great idea.   It was suggested that it can be zip tied to the dog waste post or 

the public works supervisor can put in a 4 x 4 to secure it. 

 

The Council agreed that Danny can move forward with the project.  

 

MAYORS REPORT: 

Tax Payment extended grace period:  The Governor permitted the towns to extend the grace 

period for the May payment but did not extend the town’s payment to the County Tax or School 

Tax.  Mayor Cuneo reached out to Freeholder Vicari and the School Superintendent and they 

don’t defer the tax payment because they have bills to pay.  We don’t have the reserves to defer 

the tax payments.   

 

Mr. Budesa mentioned that the tax payments are coming in, nearly as good as last year. 

 

The Mayor felt that although some people have issues, unfortunately we cannot defer payments. 
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Vacant Lot interest:  This would put the vacant lots on the tax rolls; the property is only available 

to adjacent property owners.  The Mayor will have the Tax Assessor put a list of eligible 

properties together.  Mr. Budesa felt that is a good idea. 

 

The Director of the Pine Beach 5K has advised the Mayor that the race is cancelled due to the 

health crisis and Sandy Rinderer spoke to the mayor about postponing the canoe and kayak 

event. 

 

The MEL insurance is offering a 20 minute video and as an incentive offer $250 deduction on 

the insurance for each Council member who view it.  It’s not viewable on Apple or mobile 

devices.  Any members of Council who view it should submit a copy of their certificate to the 

clerk. 

 

The Mayor urged all to complete the 2020 census. 

 

The Avon Rd. Dock is in need of urgent repairs, the end is floating.  The repairs are under the 

purchase threshold as long as it is a replacement in wood would be $27,000; if it is replaced with 

vinyl the cost would be $34,000 and there would be an additional $1,000 DEP permit and 

approximately $8,000 in engineering costs.   

 

The Chief Municipal Finance Officer, Linda Picaro-Covello was in on the meeting and stated 

that we can pay for this work this year.  We need a resolution to sign the contract. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that the repairs to the Windy Cove parking lot will cost about$10,000 to 

$20,000, we cannot do that and the dock funding.  Perhaps next year of if the engineer finds a 

DOT grant. 

 

The Boat Ramp is estimated to cost $75,000 to $100,000 to fix.  It’s possible there will be some 

grant money but there is a $3,000 application fee and there’s no guarantee we will get a grant. 

 

Mr. Newman mentioned that we had an estimate to put rocks in where the slab ends for a quick 

fix. The Mayor stated that the rocks will last a year or two.  We really have to replace the slab so 

it doesn’t end so abruptly as a long term solution.  There is a light pool of money available but 

we might get some funding.  Mr. Newman suggested throwing in the money for the parking lot 

into the grant application. 

 

The Mayor suggested for now we will have to block off that portion of the parking lot being 

affected 
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The Mayor discussed the painting of the water tower, and it will have to go to bid.  For Council 

discussion is if they want both the ball and stem to be painted or just the top white ball.   

It’s estimated to be $80,000 just to clean and paint the outside.   

Mr. Budesa commented that the inside of the tank was inspected some time ago and was OK. 

Mr. Polhemus asked if the price will include painting the logo, and it will probably be an extra 

charge. 

The other price quote was considerably more money, they wanted to tent the structure, place 

scaffolding and have a climate controlled environment.   

 

The Clerk was instructed to prepare a resolution authorizing the signing of the contract for the 

Chief of Police, from July 1, 2020 to September 30, 20201. 

 

The Mayor has spoken to Mr. Polhemus concerning the hiring of temporary office help in the 

clerk’s office, it would be 4 hours a day, 5 days a week at a salary of $12.00 per hour, and the 

person is Diane Petrecca.  The help is needed due to COVID-19 matters. 

 

Mr. Saxton has received some interest in the position in the Clerk’s office and the position of 

Deputy Clerk is on the N. J. League of Municipalities and on Pine Beach website. 

 

Budget Introduction  

Mayor Cuneo stated that that this budget keeps all of the people working.  The CFO reported 

there is a 2.6 cent tax increase in the municipal tax rate.  This comes to about $70 a year per 

house with the average assessment. 

 

Ms. Picaro-Covello reported that there are no major changes, a few revenues changed.  Mr. 

Budesa asked about the budget being $4,283 less than 2019 and Mrs. Picaro-Covello explained 

that it shifts more expenditures utilizing a little more surplus.  There are fewer grants but as we 

receive them we will amend the budget. 

 

Mr. Saxton asked about the cap bank ordinance, and Mrs. Picaro-Covello stated that it is an 

ordinary practice to have a bank and keep it for the next 2 years. 

 

Mr. Polhemus stated his satisfaction with the finance office team; they are doing a good job.   

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT WIECK 

 

Mr. Wieck mentioned that with the Municipal Alliance not available the Pine Beach Vol. Fire 

Co. would like to sponsor a town wide yard sale in the fall, coordinating it with a bulk pick up 

already scheduled.   

The Mayor felt it is a good fundraiser for the fire company. 
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Regarding holding a Memorial Day service, with the executive order we cannot hold an 

assembly, but there will be a service at 1 PM.  Perhaps the residents can decorate the area for 

flags and have personal reflections.  Mr. Newman reflected that we cannot forget the sacrifices 

made by our services.  Mayor Cuneo suggested using Facebook Live. 

The flag at Vista Park has to be replaced.  Justine Saxton volunteered to donate flowers around 

the flag pole. 

 

There will be a July 4 committee meeting on May 21 at 6 PM.  Check the website for the ZOOM 

address for the meeting.  We will discuss how we will celebrate our Country’s Independence. 

 

Mr. BUDESA and Mrs. COLETTI had no comments 

 

MR. NEWMAN 

 

Mr. Newman asked about the Washington Avenue project, it seems to be going slow.  He had 

questions about tree replacement at the project. 

 

Mr. Newman asked the finance officer if we have refinanced our debts.  The pavilion 

replacement at Cedar Ave has increased in cost because of the wind requirements to meet new 

standards.  He also had questions about the basketball court at Walling field. 

 

The Mayor added that the basketball court at Walling field will be repaved with the Midland 

Ave. roadwork. 

 

Ms. Picaro Covello stated that regarding the refinancing of the long term debt it is not 

renegotiable.  The former finance officer refinanced and rolled debt together when the interest 

rates were favorable.  The BAN rates should be good. 

 

Mr. Newman mentioned the possibility of purchasing fire apparatus with loans, the interest rate 

is low.   

 

Mr. Newman added how hard all of employees are working, public works, police, clerk’s office 

continue to function with small staffs. 

 

Mr. Polhemus mentioned that the personnel committee has been working on the vacant position 

of Deputy Clerk and are authorizing a temporary employee to help in the office. 

 

MR. SAXTON 
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Mr. Saxton will be meeting with the Court Administrator regarding updating our website for on 

line Municipal Court.  There are specific requirements and expectations. 

 

The ordinance establishing the tow yard has been received from the attorney and will be 

introduced Wednesday.  The final reading will be at the June meeting.   

 

Mayor Cuneo went over the resolutions and ordinances on Wednesday’s agenda 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 2020-40, Authorizing participation in the New Jersey Coastal Coalition 

Resolution 2020-41, Urging Governor Murphy to fill the existing vacancy on the NJ Turnpike Authority 

Board of commissioners with a resident of Ocean County 

Resolution 2020-42,  Deferred School Tax 

Resolution 2020-43, Requesting the DLGS to permit the Borough to anticipate the three year average 

current tax rate collection for the reserve for uncollected taxes for 2020 

Resolution 2020-44, Compliance with the U.S. Equal Opportunity Commission employment hiring 

practices 

Resolution 2020-45, Introduction of the 2020 Municipal Budget 

Resolution 2020-46, Mandatory Water Use Restrictions from June 21 to September 22 utilizing the “odd-

even” method for outside watering. 

Resolution 2020-47, Employment of temporary clerical assistant 

Resolution 2020-48, Authorizing the Mayor to sign an employment contract with Chief Petrecca 

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTIONS: 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-04-767  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PINE BEACH TO AMEND 

CHAPTER 159 (“TOWING”) 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-05-768 

CALENDAR YEAR 2020 ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

FINANCE, nothing more 

POLICE, nothing 

PUBLIC WORKS, nothing 

CLERK: 

115 beach badges, 86 parking permits and 29 ramp permits have been sold, so yes, the office is serving 

the public. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

Mr. Simon, President of the PB Fire Company, spoke about sponsoring the town wide yard sale in the 

fall, perhaps Sept. 12 and 13 and they will have the coin toss also.  If the circumstances don’t allow it in 

the fall, it will be back in the spring. 
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Mr. Kubilewicz stated that the fire company plans to coordinate the town wide yard sale with bulk pickup 

already scheduled. 

 

He asked that the town consider helping the fire company by purchasing a new fire truck.  The fire 

company did apply for a grant to help with the purchase. 

 

There were no other comments or questions from the public. 

 

The meeting was adjourned following a motion by Mr. Saxton and a second by Mr. Budesa.  All were in 

favor. 

 

 

___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


